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Greetings to you in the mightiest Name of
the Universe, The Name of Jesus Christ! I
pray you and your family had a wonderful
and blessed Christmas. Jesus is truly the
reason for that season, but we should be
celebrating Jesus everyday of our lives!

There were many challenges in the last
year. People were attacked from all sides,
but I am expecting a better year with great
manifestations of things our LORD has
promised us.

Now that the Holidays are over, and we
have moved into the New Year, I pray you
have great expectations. I believe 2018 is
going to be a great year.

Susan Means

Blessings,
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“By cultivating gratitude, you eventually expand your internal sense of
what is possible, regardless of seeming obstacles and challenges you go
through.” ~Veronica Smith
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“ANYONE WHO FAILS TO PLAN …
PLANS TO FAIL!”
THINK ABOUT THAT FOR A MOMENT!
PEOPLE NEVER PLAN TO FAIL, YET
MANY TIMES THEY FAIL TO PLAN.
WHAT ARE OUR GOALS FOR THE
NEW YEAR? DO YOU HAVE A PLAN
TO REACH THOSE GOALS?
WHAT IS SAD, THERE ARE SO MANY
PEOPLE WHO NEVER SET GOALS.
IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO REACH A GOAL
YOU HAVE NEVER SET. IF YOU MAKE
NO PLAN TO ADVANCE YOUR LIFE,
YOU WILL CONTINUE TO GO AROUND
THE SAME OLE MOUNTAIN, HAVING
NO POINT OF PURPOSE. YOU EXPECT NOTHING NEW.
ARE YOU BORED WITH HOW YOUR
LIFE HAS BEEN GOING? UNTIL YOU
MAKE UP YOUR MIND TO DO SOMETHING DIFFERENT SO YOU CAN
HAVE SOMETHING DIFFERENT, YOU
WILL CONTINUE TRAVELING DOWN
THE SAME OLD PATH THAT YOU ARE
ON.
WHAT ARE YOUR INTENTIONS FOR
THE NEW YEAR? HAVE YOU SOUGHT
THE LORD ON WHAT HIS PLAN IS?
HE HOLDS YOUR DESTINY, NOT
YOURSELF!
IF YOU WANT SOMETHING DIFFERENT, YOU MUST BE INTENTIONAL
AND PASSIONATE ABOUT IT! YOU
WILL NEVER PUT EFFORT FORTH TO
SET ANY GOALS IF YOU DO NOT DECIDE TO HAVE SOMETHING DIFFERENT!
HAVING SOMETHING DIFFERENT IS
GOOD! IT BRINGS YOU OUT OF A
RUT. SOMETIMES, IT IS EASY TO GET
INTO DOING THINGS IN A ROUTINE
AND IT CALLS FOR A CHANGE! STAY
OPEN TO IT! DOING SOMETHING
‘NEW’ WILL BREAK THE CYCLE OF
THE SAME OLE SAME OLE!

By: Susan Means

“Where there is no vision, the people perish: but
he that keepeth the law, happy is he.” Proverbs
29:18 (KJV).
“If people can't see what God is doing, they stumble all over themselves; but when they attend to
what He reveals, they are most blessed.” (MSG)

It is important that you have revelation of your
future! If you do not have enlightenment concerning what God has planned for your life, then you
will be stumbling all over yourself!
Let’s look at some different translations. The NIV
says, “Where there is no revelation, the people
cast off restraint ...” The Amplified translation
says, “Where there is no vision [no redemptive
revelation of God], the people perish…” The
Living Bible says, “When people do not accept
divine guidance, they run wild…”
Wow! All of these translations speak volumes
about the power of vision in our lives!
We must ask ourselves: why is vision so important? It gives you a sense of direction for
your life. If you don’t know where you’re going;
you’ll take any road. Just because you are on a
road does not mean that it is the right one. Besides, if you get on the wrong road that is not according to God’s plan for your life, you are on a
road to nowhere! Besides, how will you know you
are in the right place; doing the right thing; attempting to achieve something; if you have no
sense of direction for your life? You will never arrive at your God-appointed destination if you do
not have any perceptiveness at all about what
God’s plan is for you. You may be happy for a
while, but real peace will not be there. There is
no greater joy in an individual life, than being
in the center of God’s Will!
I like a statement that Bret Wade made. “Vision is
defined as the act or power of anticipating that
which will or may come to be.” He went on to say,
“Vision is God speaking His purpose. It's an insight into what God is saying and doing now that

The Power of Vision
includes our involvement. Vision is an expanding understanding that enables us to
interact with God's redemptive purposes. It's
redeeming in that it's bringing His answer to
a lack where He is pointing out that His abundance is needed.”
Habakkuk 2:2-3 says, “And the LORD
answered me, and said, Write the vision,
and make it plain upon tables, that he may
run that readeth it. For the vision is yet for an
appointed time, but at the end it shall speak,
and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.”
The Amplified translation reads, “Write the
vision and engrave it so plainly upon tablets
that everyone who passes may [be able to]
read [it easily and quickly] as he hastens by.
For the vision is yet for an appointed time and
it hastens to the end [fulfillment]; it will not deceive or disappoint. Though it tarry, wait
[earnestly] for it, because it will surely come; it
will not be behindhand on its appointed day.”

(Cont’d from pg 2 )

you will experience a driving force within you
to have to do what it will take to see it accomplished in your life.
I believe that if you dream long enough; if you
focus on the vision that God has put within
you, it will increase your desire to se it fulfilled
in its entirety.
It is important to stay focused on your dream
or vision! Set right priorities so it can be
achieved! There will always be obstacles,
hindrances, opposition, criticism, etc. that will
come your way. Even doubters will show up
to try to discourage you from seeing the vision
achieved! If you will continue to keep focus,
you can and will overcome all of them!

Faith says, “this is not the way it will stay, this
all is changing, aligning according to the Will
of the Lord!” Never say things like: “I can’t”
or “I won’t” or “It’s impossible to be!” No! You
must watch your words and keep them
aligned with what you are believing for! Don’t
snare yourself by speaking wrong words. Put
The Message Bible says, “Write this. Write
words in your mouth such as: “I can; I will; It
what you see. Write it out in big block letters will be achieved; It is possible with my God!”
so that it can be read on the run. This vision- These are faith-filled words!
message is a witness pointing to what's coming. It aches for the coming—it can hardly
Look at Joseph’s life. He had a dream of
wait! And it doesn't lie. If it seems slow in
becoming a King. The wrong thing for him to
coming, wait. It's on its way. It will come right do was share it with the wrong people.
on time.”
Sometimes, in a time of excitement, we easily
share, but with the wrong people. Joseph
What vision has the LORD put within your shared his dream with his brothers. They
Spirit? Have you written in down on paper? turned on him due to jealousy. This caused
Do you believe it’s possible to come to pass? him to have to experience a process of events
Every day has the potential to produce mira- before getting his dream fulfilled that he may
cles for you, so you can see the vision come have not had to go through! During all the
to pass! Can you believe that with God all
unpleasant things he experienced; God was
things are possible and can be achieved?
with him and gave him favor and worked it out
Many times, people will begin their journey as for Joseph to reach the palace. Be careful
a visionary. Yet, they veer off course simply who you share your dream with!
because of allowing other things to capture
their attention.
We see through Joseph’s life, that to accomplish the Will of God for your life, you must be
Men and women who have accomplished
a visionary! Vision is not limited to just
great things, found it necessary to keep an
your spiritual life. It can also involve your
image within them of the vision being
personal life, family, and even your church
achieved. The God-kind of Faith pictures it,
family.
believes it, and meditates on it! As you do,

The Power of Vision

(Cont’d from pg 3 )

Vision can take you in many directions as it is being fulfilled in your life. There are, what I
call, “phases” to every vision. It is vital that we stay surrendered and committed to our
LORD as He directs us through the work of the Holy Spirit. Without Him, the vision cannot
happen. You will find that any vision that God gives, will be BIGGER than you. It will take
more than just your ability and means to fulfill it.
It is not enough to have a dream, but you must also move in the direction of that dream or
vision. You must be committed to full obedience and take the necessary steps to move
toward your dream or vision. In my personal life, I have found that if I am questioning what
my part is when it comes to God’s purpose, especially after He has already spoken to me;
then I must step back, refocus and allow the Holy Spirit to direct my steps! There are just too
many things to distract and easily cause us to get off course from the vision God has put in
our heart.
I read this story about a girl who wanted to become Miss America. She had entered a beauty
pageant at the state level and received runner up. She tried again the next year; she received the prize for runner up again. She could have gotten discouraged and gave up, but
instead she began to rent every pageant video she could find, and she began to SEE herself
walking down that aisle after being crowned Miss America. The next year she changed her
environment and moved to another state. She entered the State Pageant and won! She
went on to enter the Miss America pageant and won! When asked if she was nervous when
she walked down the aisle after being crowned Miss America, she replied, “No, I have
walked down that aisle a million times before!” That is VISION!

God had spoken to a woman to create a magazine, something she had never attempted
before. She went and bought a stack of white copy paper. She made a mock-copy of a magazine. She stapled those blank papers together and began to find articles similar to what she
wanted in the magazine and she pasted them on the blank pages. Today, she owns her
own magazine that is published throughout the World. That is VISION!
Martin Luther King, Jr. had a DREAM. He had a dream that one day our Nation would rise up
and live out the true meaning of its creed: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal.” He had a dream to see sons of former slaves and the sons of former
slave owners would be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood. He had a dream
that his four little children would one day live in a Nation where they will not be judged by the
color of their skin, but by the content of their character. He had a dream that one day little
black boys and girls would be able to join hands with little white boys and girls as sisters and
brothers. He had a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, and every hill and
mountain shall be made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will
be made straight; “and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together.” He had a dream that our Nation would be turned into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With this faith, we will be able to work together, pray together, struggle together, go to
jail together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day. And now
that is happening in a greater way than before. That came because Martin Luther King, Jr
was a VISIONARY and a DREAMER!
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Truth Seeker
with Jennifer Dan

Dying to Self
“Those who let themselves be controlled by
their lower natures (flesh) live only to please
themselves, but those who follow after the
Holy Spirit find themselves doing those things
that please God.” Romans 8:5 (TBL)
A few weeks ago, the Lord began to deal with
me about being selfless, "dying to self.” He
began to show me by the scriptures how
important it is dying to oneself and the blessing of it as well as the consequences of living
selfishly.
What is dying to self? It's what Romans 8:5
says, no longer living to please yourself but
God. On the other hand, selfishness is living
to please yourself. The difference between
the two is life or death, blessing or cursing
and success or failure. Who determines what
the outcome will be? You do! It's an individual decision.

which leads to death. Galatians 6:8 says 'For
he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap
corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will
of the Spirit reap everlasting life.”
I'm sure we all know someone or have been
around people who are very much into themselves. Selfish people are not good to be
around. They are prideful, sometimes arrogant and stingy and greedy. They don't really
enjoy life because they are worried about getting more but can't keep what they have. The
more they try and hang on to their possessions, the more they disappear. They are willing to use others to get what they want regardless of how it might hurt someone.

On the other hand, selfless people are just
really great to be around. They are eager to
help; they are listeners; they put others needs
above their own and they are very generous
with what they have. Selfless people will go
without if they know someone else is in need.
Each person must decide for their own self
They enjoy life and are prosperous. Why are
how they will live; whether for oneself or for
the Lord. We must choose this day whom we they prosperous? Because the bible says in
will serve. It's an easy choice really, the Bible Proverbs 11:24 (MSG), that “The world of the
tells us in Deut. 30:19 which one to choose. It generous gets larger and larger (increase)
and the world of the stingy gets smaller and
tells you to choose life so that both you and
your descendants may live. When we chose smaller (decrease).”
life, we are choosing to follow the ways of the
Lord, the way of peace and joy and love by
God wants His people blessed and walking in
obeying the Word of God. If we choose
the fullness of the blessing. In 2018, His Will
death, we are choosing to walk according to
is to prosper us and pour out His blessing upour own fleshly desires, doing things our way, on us so we can fulfill the call of God on our

Follow Jennifer’s Blog at mrsprayer2001.wordpress.com and share with a friend.
You may also locate her blog by clicking on the Blogs link on the ICM website at
www.innercircleministries.org.

Dying to Self

(Cont’d from pg 5 )

lives. He wants and needs us blessed so that
we can bless others. The difference between
success and failure is our obedience. We will
not be able to accomplish anything on our
own, but only by hearing and obeying God’s
instructions.

very courageous, that you may observe to do
according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the
right hand or to the left, that you may prosper
wherever you go. This Book of the Law shall
not depart from your mouth, but you shall
meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.
In Deut. 19:17, The Angel of the Lord gave
Lot and his family instructions that would get For then you will make your way prosperous,
them to their chosen destination. The Angel and then you will have good success.” Joshua
told them to "not look back". Lot's wife diso- 1:7-8 (New Spirit Filled Life Bible) And as you
beyed and turned to a pillar of salt. She was know Joshua went on to do great things for
so caught up in the sinful world of Sodom that the Lord. Why? Because he chose to be
selfless. He chose to obey the Lord. He did
she got stuck there, in her past. She looked
back! Her future was not behind her in a city things according to the instructions of the
about to be destroyed, but ahead of her. Yet, Lord! Joshua was very successful and comshe chose to do it her way and paid an eternal pleted his mission that God gave him to do.
price.
You and I have also been given a mission.
There are people in the Body of Christ doing We have a destiny to fulfill, but we will not get
the same thing and God is saying “die to your it done without God's help! I pray that 2018 is
the year that those who obey the Lord will
selfish desire, leave your past behind and
begin to see prayers answered in a big way. I
move on toward your future - your promise
land.” But so many of God's people have dis- pray that God will expand your vision for what
He has for you and that you have eyes to see,
obeyed His written and spoken word and
ears to hear and a heart that is receptive to
have gotten caught up in their sin and it is
the instructions of the Lord!
costing them big time!
Let's you and I purpose in 2018, to lay aside
every weight and sin that so easily besets us.
Let us determine to live selfless lives all for
the glory of God!
I want to point out that the consequences of
Lot's wife's sin of disobedience cost her family
their wife and mother. Who knows, but if she
had been with her family, her daughters may
not have committed incest with their father
due to their wrong perception of their lives. A
mother’s influence is powerful.
This year, let us think before we act. It could
be the difference between life and death for
some; it could be the difference between
prosperity and poverty for others; and it could
mean the difference of healing or sickness,
depending upon the choices made.
God also spoke to Joshua and gave him instruction as well. He said "Only be strong and

Let’s make 2018 a year like never before. A
year of laying down our wants and desires
and having a heart of love for the Lord to obey
all that He says to do. May this be a year that
we are very courageous and very prosperous
for Jesus. Amen.
God bless you and I pray that I get to meet
you sometime in the future. And remember,
according to Bro. Kenneth Copeland, "JESUS
IS LORD AND 2018 IS THE YEAR OF THE
HOLY GHOST AND FIRE.

Jennifer

A Merry Heart Doeth Good Like
A Medicine

“With your entire focus on your goal, you will reach levels of achievement that you never thought possible.” (Catherine Pulsifer)

Susan’s Transforming Truth
According to how you handle the Word of God, will determine
your perception of the Lord and what He is able to do for you!
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Hope Talk
with Mitzie
Happy New Year, my friends! Wow, it’s hard to believe that we have already entered into 2018! This
past year seemed to have passed by rather swiftly.
I don’t know about you, but I am GLAD that 2017 is behind me! I’ve walked through some really hard
places in the past year, but Praise God, He brought me through them! I am so thankful that we have
such a loving Father! I am so grateful that He truly is able to bring beauty out of ashes.
As you know, a hard place can (if we allow it) push us into the face of God and sometimes onto a new
path. Despite some challenges, I’ve taken a new path within the past few months and 2018 will be a
new journey for me. I know it will not be easy, but I believe that God is leading me and He will be with
me during this season of my life. Psalms 27:23 says, “The steps of a good man are ordered by the
LORD” and I firmly believe that He is guiding my footsteps.
Things may not look like you want them to, but be content in the season you are in. That is not easy,
believe me, I know! But it is possible! Philippians 4:13 (AMP) says, “I can do all things [which He has
called me to do] through Him who strengthens and empowers me [to fulfill His purpose—I am selfsufficient in Christ’s sufficiency; I am ready for anything and equal to anything through Him who infuses me with inner strength and confident peace.].”

I want to share a little with you what the Lord laid upon my heart as I began praying about what to
write for this issue of The King’s Roar. As I was meditating on a thought that He dropped into my
spirit, I began to reflect on some things that I had walked through in the past year. Though the
thoughts brought some tears, I’m reminded of the purpose within me. I heard the Holy Spirit say it’s
time to re-focus.
Many people have experienced some horrible circumstances in 2017, and some have been traumatic.
You may have situations going on around you that are still not totally resolved, or some that may be
causing great pressure or heartache; but as we enter into the new year, let me encourage you to
RE-FOCUS! The year 2017 is behind us! Don’t get stuck in the past and don’t take the baggage of
last year into the NEW. Don’t camp out in what was! Don’t look in the rear view mirror! Just as when
driving a vehicle, if you’re looking in the rear view mirror you don’t see what is ahead of you and that
could create a dangerous situation or even a crash. But when you’re focused forward, you see the
obstacles ahead so you can dodge them. The same analogy can be used with your thoughts. Staying focused keeps your thoughts more in control. I have found in my own personal life that when I
keep my focus on the Word of God and on what God has spoken to me personally, I don’t battle in the
mind as much. Sure I have thoughts that could turn into a battle, but I feel more in control … simply
because my focus is on Jesus and the Word and not on my circumstances. Things are subject to
change, no matter how difficult it may seem at the time. That’s why you have to TRUST in God and
His Word! Colossians 3:2 (AMP) says, “Set your mind and keep focused habitually on the things
above [the heavenly things], not on things that are on the earth [which have only temporal value].”
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Hope Talk
(Cont’d from Pg 8)

This is a NEW YEAR! Re-focus and keep looking forward. Jeremiah 29:11 (NKJV) says, “For I know
the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a
future and a hope.” I believe this is going to be a great year for God’s people!
Despite circumstances, focus on what God’s assignment is for you in this season. Whatever you feel
the Holy Spirit leading you to do, do it with all of your might. I want to encourage you to persevere!
Persevere is an action word. To persevere means “to persist in anything undertaken; maintain a
purpose in spite of difficulty, obstacles, or discouragement; continue steadfastly.” Let me repeat
something from that definition … “maintain a purpose in spite of difficulty, obstacles, or discouragement.” That’s when you have to stay focused and press into the Word.
I believe in doing things with excellence and doing all things as unto the Lord. Colossians 3:23 (AMP)
says, “Whatever you do [whatever your task may be], work from the soul [that is, put in your very best
effort], as [something done] for the Lord and not for men.” So let me encourage you to persevere and
stay focused and do all things as unto the Lord. Raise your expectations and believe that the best is
yet to come!
I want to close by sharing the lyrics to the song, Giants, with you. Let this be an encouragement to
you.
“If we're gonna fly, we fly like eagles
Arms out wide
If we're gonna fear, we fear no evil
We will rise
By Your power, we will go
By Your Spirit, we are bold
If we're gonna stand, we stand as giants
If we're gonna walk, we walk as lions
We walk as lions”
Serving in Love,

Mitzie

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, And whose hope is the LORD. ” Jeremiah 17:7
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VISION + PLAN + GOALS + ACTION = ACCOMPLISHMENT
“The absolute goal of vision for ministry is to glorify God.” (George Barna)
There are many things involved when it comes to seeing a VISION accomplished. Let’s look at a
few.
1) A Written Vision — (a) Detailed Plan (b) Goal Setting - short and long term c) Implementation
2) Clear Focus of Direction — a) Keep single-minded with purpose - having the Mind of Christ.
b) Stay in agreement with God - It is His Vision, not yours! c) Meditate the vision! Meditate means
“to engage in continuous and contemplative thought; think on, consider, believe, picture, reflect,
plan.” d) Continually declare the vision. Declare means “to make known or clear publicly; to announce, to say forth, to make full declaration of.”
3) Passion — a) This will help you define your purpose in life! b) What gets you excited? What
stimulates you to action? c) Passion is what drives you with the vision! It will stimulate you to
action! It drives you to please God and see the vision accomplished!
4) Flexibility — You must stay open for change with new thoughts and ideas. Open to improvements.
5) Risk Taking — Even if it seems a little ridiculous. Dare to be different!
6) Much Prayer — Without prayer nothing happens. Communication with the Lord is vital.
7) Faith, Obedience and Trust — a) You are not responsible for the word, dream or vision given.
Your responsibility is to co-operate with the Holy Spirit. b) Keep in mind that it is God’s Plan for
your life!
8) Sacrifice and Commitment — Be willing to do what is necessary to see the vision fulfilled.
Where there is no commitment, there is no sacrifice. Set your face like flint!
9) Faithfulness — Be faithful to another’s and God will be faithful to see yours come to pass!
10) Ownership — Runners take ownership. Let them help. Teamwork causes a dream to work!
11) Productivity — You will see fruit from the labor of what you are doing.
12) Strength and Endurance — You’ve got to have some GO in you! Take a lickin’ and keep on
tickin’!
13) “Well Able” Attitude — You need an overcoming spirit. You can overcome anything through
Jesus! You will have to overcome the opinions and criticism from others; adversity, opposition,
obstacles, hurdles of impossibilities, dream stealers, setbacks, etc.
14) Determination and Favor — You have to be disciplined in your mind, so you will stick it out no
matter what. Your will must be aligned to God’s Will. Favor with God and man will get you things
that money will not buy.
15) Patience — It is defined as “a continual, constant expectation.” It also means “to stay under,
remain, bear, have fortitude and persevere.” Patience means “steadfastness.” Someone who is
patient knows how to endure, they are stable no matter what comes their way! One reason many
never see their VISION fulfilled is because they are unable to endure (last). Patience is a virtue that
must be at work in us while waiting for the fulfillment of the VISION! James 1:4 says to “let patience
have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.”
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Susan’s Ministry Nugget
Earth was not created for you as much as you
were created for earth. You are a key player in
seeing that Heaven is carried out on earth, so the
Will of God can be done here as it is in Heaven.

“I once said there are six honest people who taught him what he wanted to know.
They are: what, which, how, when, who, where. You must know who you are, why
you are, what you are , where you want to go, how to get there, whom you must
meet to partner with, what must be done and like of them. Reach out there and
think big, dream big, imagine big, and act big. Have the best of time and welcome
to the world of greatness.” ~R. Kipling
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